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THE CONSTRUCTIVE MIND

If all human beings were to react similarly to a given set
of circumstances, so that their actions could be foreseen,
human society would resemble nothing so much as a bee-
hive or an anthill. Every problem would be solved before
it came up. Intelligence and will power would have no
functions to perform. The life of the individual and the
history of the group, would, like that of the bees and ants,
be reduced to a predetermined and invariable co-ordina-
tion of instinctive and unchanging actions.
But, in a universe which is governed by the law of
causality, the human mind is alone distinguished by its
freedom, a word used somewhat equivocally by certain
philosophical schools- Every piece of iron exposed to heat
always reacts in the same way. It expands, turns red, then
white, softens, and finally Jiquefies. The forecast is unmis-
takable, and all hunptan labor is based on the security af-
forded by countless -similar forecasts. The reactions of the
human mind to physical or mental forces acting upon it, are
on the contrary variable and far more unpredictable. One
man will react quite differently from another to the same